possessing the requisite qualities, at the same time capable of being easily cut into any shape by the surgeon himself, and in such plenty as to be within the reach of all. Such a substance will be found in dried sea-weed.
The Algae are purely cellular in their structure, possessing no vascular system like phanerogamous plants ; they have the property of drying readily at ordinary temperatures, in so doing diminishing greatly in bulk, becoming firm, elastic in the sense that wood is, and very tenacious. When the drying process is arrested at the proper point, they have a consistence rather softer than horn. The 
